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with M. Segond as secretary. Its object is the study of animal
life in health and disease, under all modifications, and in all
classes of animals. The sections constituted are : anatomy,
physiology, pathology, and teratology. Judging from present
appearances, this society bids fair to prosper, supported as it is
by most of the eminent naturalists, physiologists, and patho-
logists of Paris; including MM. Quatrefages, Robin, Coste,
Bernard, Rayer, Segand, &c.
DEATH OF MR. KEY, F.R.S.&mdash;This distinguished member of

the profession expired at his residence, St. Helen’s-place,
Bishopsgate-street, on the 23rd inst., of, aa attack of cholera,
after a few hours’ illness. It appears that the lamented de-
ceased was in his usual good health on Wednesday morning;
shortly after breakfast he appeared unwell, and, in. the even-
ing, was suftering from a severe attack of the prevailing
epidemic, which terminated fatally on the following morning
at seven o’clock. Mr. Charles Aston Key was deservedly
well known to the profession as a most scientific surgeon and
successful practitioner. The deceased was admitted a member
of the Royal College of Surgeons on the 5th of January, 1821,
and, on the 30th of July, 1845, was elected bv the fellows to a
seat in the council of the College; he also held the appoint-
ments of senior surgeon to Guy’s Hospital, and surgeon in
ordinary to H.R.11. Prince Albert. Mr. Key was the author
of several valuable contributions to the advancement of sur-
gical science, and has left a widow (the sister of Mr. Bransby
Cooper) and family, together with a great number of friends,
to deplore his loss.
MORTALITY OF THE METROPOLIS.&mdash;In the week ending Satur-

day, Aug. 18, the deaths in London were 2230; of which 1230
were by cholera, 188 by diarrhoea. The deaths from all causes
in the last seven weeks were 1070, 1369, 1141, 1931, 1967,
1909, and 2230; the deaths from cholera, 152, 339, 678, 783,
926, 823, and 1230. The deaths from cholera exceed those in
the previous week by 407. The population is about 2,206,000;
so that nearly one in 1000 of the inhabitants now die weekly.
Of the 1230 persons who died from cholera, 318 were
under the age of 15; 721 were 15-60, and 191 were 60 and
upwards: it carries off an excessive proportion of people in
the prime of life. Of 6194 persons who have died of cholera
in London since September, 1848, 3524 died on the south side
of the Thames. It has now crossed the river. The Registrar-
General remarks, " Looking to the authentic reports of the
effects of general sanitary measures, and of efficient medical
relief placed within the reach, or carried to the homes, of the
people, it is quite evident that the measures now in operation
are unequal to the emergency. The classes which have the
greatest claim for public succour are not idle habitual paupers,
but the hard-working artizan : yet it is stated that in some
parishes the arrangements are such that medical relief is not
procurable directly from the district medical officers, who are,.
to the utmost extent of their powers, discharging their pain-
ful duties with praiseworthy diligence and humanity. In a
disease which so often attacks in the night, and is fatal in
twenty-four hours, the poor have to procure orders before they
can be treated !"

TO CORRESPONDENTS.
THE Registrars and Secretaries of the Universities, Examining Boards, and
Medical Schools in the United Kingdom, are requested to forward to THE
LANCET office, 423, Strand, London, as early as convenient, copies of
their regulations, prospectuses, &c., for the forthcoming Medical Session,
for insertion in the ensuing Students’ Number of this journal.

WE have inserted the remarks on the treatment of cholera, by A. J?. AT.,
who inclosed to us his card ; but why did our correspondent not give us
liberty to append his name?

Mr. Wiliam Evans.-The pages of THE LANCET are not designed to contain
general information. The political journals will doubtless find room for
the Potters’ Emigration Society letter.

Guido.&mdash;The whole affair should be submitted to a court-medical. In every
point of view the circumstances are of a very distressing character. We

think it would be unfair to ask the suggested 11 question."
IT is just possible that a Constant Reader might succeed in his object by

stating his case in an advertisement addressed to " Dentists."
THERE have been some decisions within the, last two years, which make it
somewhat difficult to determine what are really,the qualifications of union
surgeons as now required by the commissioners. We will, however, write
to the commissioners on the subject, and send their reply to Mr. W. J)7.
Thompson, or publish it in this journal.

W. P.-It is really doubtful what will be done in parliament. The Lord

Advocate, we believe, does not much relish the subject. If the profession
would agree amongst themselves, a " good bill" would then be soon
enacted into a law.

Nemo.&mdash;The Act of Parliament furnishes all the requisite information on
the subject.

WE are obliged to the relative of the late Sir C. Seudamore for the sketeh of
his biography published this day in our colamns.

THE next paper of the series on " Continued Fever," by Af)-. Todd, of Even-
wood, will appear in the next LANCET.

Mf. Brown.&mdash;The reports from the London Hospital of the cases of "H&aelig;-
morrhage from the Tongue, treated by Tincture of Matico" and "N&aelig;vus
of the Lower Lip, Removed by Ligature," were published in the last _

volume of THE LANCET, pp. 173-4.
To the Editor o/TH1j: LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;As most of the remedies that have been tried for the cure of Asiatic
cholera have proved unavailing, allow me to propose for consideration, if
not for trial, copious injections of the oak bark, with alum, also the infusion
of the same bark, with or without alum, as a drink or as a medicine.
Every one knows the effect of this bark on dead animal matter in the

process of tanning, and it has occurred to me that it may prove of service
to the mucous membranes of the stomach and intestines at the time when
they are pouring forth the rice-coloured evacuations.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
August, 1849. QtJERCUS.

THE letter of 11 Ebenezer" is smartly written, and contains some good
points; still, in its present form, it is not quite calculated for insertion ia
our columns.

WE have received a copy of the 11 Harveian Oration" from Dr. Badeley. It
shall be duly noticed.

THE E suggestions for the treatment of cholera by Dr. Harding, Invesligator,
Vanhelmont, and others, are purely of a speculative character, and it
would be useless to publish them, or any similar suggestions, unless the

’, recommendation by which they were accompanied are sustained by re-

I ports of cases treated in conformity with the plans recommended.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;In THE LANCET of the 1 ith instant, I see a statement, that the-
Board of St. George’s Hospital refuse to receive cholera patients, on account
of the expense of burying them, while in THE LANCET of a few weeks back,
is an account of the same Board voting &200 per annum to support an un-
successful speculation of Sir B. C. Brodie, notwithstanding the opinion of
one of the most eminent lawyers at the Chancery bar, that such misappro-
priation of the funds of the charity was illegal. Can both these accounts
be true?-Yours &c.,

Blackheath, 1849. DOUBTFUL.

A Constant Reader of THE LANCET.-Such a person is not qualified.
Mr. W. F. T. will perceive that the paragraph has been inserted, but if
matters for insertion are written so illegibly that they cannot be read by
the printers, the concession is a courtesy, and not an acknowledgment of
a claim.

WOULD 31r Byers be kind enough to write again, and also send the paper in
which the article appears, to which he refers.

UNDER the title of " Suggestions," a correspondent has sent the following
remarks :-
" The scandalous usage of the medical profession loudly calls for expo.,

sure. If THE LANCET would take it up, and rouse medical men, it wou1d
do a public service. Barristers only keep terms and eat dinners, pass no
examination, but attain to judgeships and peerages. Mark how they are
paid. Even a commissioner in bankruptcy ! has &1800 a year, but a com-
missioner in lunacy, in which the liberty of the individual is concerned, and
requiring an experienced physician, has &1500 a year. See also how sur-
geons are treated in the navy; not as gentlemen. Yet Sir James Clark is
one; but does he exert himself ? No, he is linked with Lord John Russell,
who out of office is loud for reform; but in office what public or private
grievance does he redress ? Is he easy of access, or is the Queen ? Look
at Napoleon the Emperor in those respects, and at the present President of
France! Again, how are medical men remunerated ? Contrast it with the
law. Ticket porters are better off than attendants on unions. If the me-
dical profession was only united, their influence would be unbounded. Look
even at the registration. The Registrar- general for England is a major, and,
it is a decided medical appointment; but Lord John Russell and the govern-
ment hate the medical profession, and give all civil appointments to the
army half-pay officers, (scandalous 1) and to lawyers, who only create.
flaws in acts of parliament. Let the medical profession be roused from its
slumbers, and join the new reform movement, and make themselves heard,
and send members of the profession into the house, and oppose the military
and legal monopoly, as well as the church pluralities, and bishops sitting-m
parliament. THE LANCET has a power now of creating a new movement
and inducing medical men to form a phalanx, and present a front, before
which their oppressors must tremble, and Lord John Russell fall. Look in
the Lunacy Commission&mdash;half are lawyers. What a pity Greys, or Russells,
or Elliotts could not be admitted ?

W:E regret that the postscript of Dn-. Ayre arrived too late for insertion this
week. It shall be published in the next LANCET.

ERRATA.-In the paper of Dr. J. C. Hall, in the last LANCET, p. 169, col.
1, l6th line from the top, for " Dr. Willow," read .. Dr. Willan ;" p. 170,
col. 1, l3th line from the bottom, for "ataric" read 11 ataxic.11-In the
letter of Dr. Bat-Kes, p. 193, col. 1, 12th line from the top, for "tucked
into the original charter," reud "tacked on to, &c."

Communications have been received from - Dr. J. C. Hall, (Sheffield;) ;)
Mr. Todd, (Evenwood;) Mr. Newnham, (Farnham ;) Dr. Manley; A Con.
stant Reader, (Glasgow ;) An Old Correspondent; Mr. Evans, (Potteries;)
Dr. Arnott, (Brighton;) Mr. Edwin Canton; Mr. W. M. Thompson; Dr.
Curl; W. J. H., (Bradford;) Dr. Philpot Brookes, (Cheltenham;) Mr.
Rayner, (Uxbridge;) Mr. W. J. Thomas, (Liverpool;) Mr. IIin.jun., (Ken-
nington ;) Mr. H. C. Roods; Mr. J. D. Jones, (Dalston;) Mr. J. S. Wilkin-
son, (Manchester;) Mr. Thorp, (Bawtry, Yorkshire;) Non Habeas Corpus;
Mr. Seaton; H. P., (Newcastle-upon-Tyne;) M. A. B.; Dr, Barnes; A
Constant Reader; Mr. Dearsly; Nemo, (Uttoxeter;) Mr. G. Hind; Justitia;
Medieus; Mr. Cox, (Poplar;) Mr. C. J. Lord, (Poor-law Medical Conven&middot;
tion)) A Young Practitioner; Lector; Quercus, Dr. Ayre, (Hull;) Dr.
Hyman, (Newtown, Montgomeryshire;) Mr. Pollard, (Brompton;)
Doubtful.

THE Morning Journal, (Kingston, Jamaica,) June 30th.


